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 CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE  
 

Greetings from Seoul, Korea! 
 

s we reach the midpoint of 2026, I 

am pleased to reflect on the 

progress APAFRI has made in 

advancing forestry research, knowledge 

exchange and regional collaboration 

across the Asia-Pacific. 

The year began with the successful 30th 

Meeting of the APAFRI Executive Committee in 

Coimbatore, India hosted by the Indian Council of 

Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE) where we 

reviewed our achievements and reaffirmed our 

strategic priorities for the years ahead. The meeting 

highlighted the importance of strengthening 

partnerships and ensuring that our programmes 

remain responsive to emerging challenges in the 

forestry sector. 

In the first half of the year, APAFRI continued to 

provide valuable platforms for learning, collaboration 

and research development through a series of 

initiatives. In April, we successfully organized an 

online course on “Program R” equipping participants 

with practical skills to analyse and interpret forestry 

data using modern statistical tools.  

APAFRI Research Fund received an overwhelming 

number of applications in 2026. Following a rigorous 

evaluation process, three proposals have been 

selected for support this year. We extend our 

heartfelt congratulations to the selected teams and 

look forward to the implementation of their projects, 

which we hope will generate meaningful scientific 

outcomes and contribute to addressing key forestry 

challenges in the region. We also extend our sincere 

appreciation to our members from the College of 

Forestry and Natural Resources, 

University of the Philippines Los Baños 

(CFNR–UPLB), Japan International 

Research Center for Agricultural 

Sciences (JIRCAS) and Bioversity 

International for serving on the 

evaluation panel. We deeply value their 

time, expertise and commitment in 

undertaking the important and 

demanding task of reviewing and 

assessing the proposals. 

Our Virtual Knowledge Sharing Workshop on 

“Building Resilient Forests: Genetic Resources and 

Capacity Development for Restoration” brought 

together experts and practitioners to discuss the 

critical role of genetic resources in supporting forest 

restoration and resilience. This was followed the 

workshop on “The International Tropical Timber 

Organization (ITTO) - Funding Opportunities and 

Mechanisms,” featuring a brief introduction to ITTO 

and an in-depth overview of its funding opportunities 

and mechanisms, covering both the annual project 

cycle for fully developed proposals and the concept 

note process, which accepts submissions throughout 

the year. We extend our deepest appreciation to the 

CFNR-UPLB, ICFRE–Institute of Forest Genetics 

and Tree Breeding (IFGTB) and ITTO for providing 

resource speakers for these sharing programmes. 

In June, APAFRI further strengthened its regional 

engagement by organizing the 5th International 

Mangrove Symposium in collaboration with National 

Institute of Forest Science (NIFoS), CFNR-UPLB and 

Zoological Society of London – Philippines (ZSL-

Philippines) held in Iloilo City, Philippines which 

focused on advancing knowledge and collaboration 
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in mangrove conservation, restoration and 

sustainable management.  

None of these accomplishments would have been 

possible without the continued support of our 

member institutions, partners, donors, speakers and 

participants. Thank you for your unwavering 

commitment to APAFRI and to the shared vision of 

advancing forestry research for a sustainable future. 

On behalf of the National Institute of Forest Science 

(NIFoS), Republic of Korea, I reaffirm our committed 

and steadfast support for APAFRI. I look forward to 

further strengthening our joint efforts in regional 

cooperation, capacity building, and collaborative 

forestry research. 

 

Thank you. 

Dr. Kim, Yongkwan 

Chairman, APAFRI 

June 2026

 
 

APAFRI RESEARCH FUND (ARF) 2026 

PAFRI Research Fund (ARF) was established 

in 2024 as an initiative to promote research 

and development (R&D) as well as capacity-

building activities in the fields of forestry and forest 

products. Through this fund, APAFRI aims to 

encourage young researchers to undertake 

innovative research and contribute to the 

advancement of knowledge and practices in the 

forestry sector. 

Since its establishment, ARF has successfully 

supported five research projects, with two projects 

awarded in 2024 and three projects awarded in 2025.  

ARF is specifically designed for young researchers 

below 40 years old and provides financial support of 

up to MYR 45,000 (approximately USD 10,000) per 

project. Applications are open exclusively to research 

personnel and officers from active APAFRI member 

institutions that have the necessary expertise, 

capabilities and facilities to implement the proposed 

R&D activities. 

The ARF 2026 Call for Proposals was officially 

announced on 15 January 2026 inviting eligible 

young researchers to submit their research 

proposals. The submission period closed on 28 

February 2026, followed by an evaluation process 

conducted from March to April 2026.  

All applicants were notified of their application results 

via email on 12 May 2026. Shortlisted applicants 

were then requested to revise and resubmit the 

required supporting documents by 26 May 2026. 

With the continued growth of ARF, APAFRI remains 

committed to empowering young researchers and 

supporting meaningful research initiatives that 

contribute to the sustainable development of forestry 

and forest products across the region.  
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30TH MEETING OF APAFRI EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

28 January 2026 

Coimbatore, India 
 

 

 

he APAFRI Executive Committee (EC) 

convened its second meeting of the 2024–2027 

term in conjunction with the International 

Conference on Population and Conservation 

Genetics (ICPCG 2025) hosted by the Indian Council 

of Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE). 

Seven of the nine EC members attended and the 

meeting also welcomed Dr. Abe Hisashi as the new 

representative of the Japan International Research 

Centre for Agricultural Sciences (JIRCAS), 

succeeding Dr. Noguchi Shoji. 

In remarks delivered on behalf of APAFRI Chair, Dr. 

Kim Yongkwan of the National Institute of Forest 

Science (NIFoS), Dr. Im-Kyun Lee reaffirmed 

APAFRI's vital role in strengthening regional 

collaboration through research partnerships, 

knowledge exchange, and capacity building. He also 

conveyed Dr. Kim's appreciation for the continued 

collaboration among APAFRI members and 

reaffirmed NIFoS's commitment to supporting 

collaborative research initiatives with APAFRI. 

The meeting reviewed APAFRI's activities 

implemented during 2025 and acknowledged 

ICFRE's appreciation for APAFRI's support in 

promoting the International Training on Sustainable 

Land Management (SLM) held in Dehradun, India in 

January 2026. Members were also encouraged to 

nominate experts from their institutions as speakers 

for the Virtual Knowledge Sharing Workshop. 

The meeting also recognized the continued support 

of NIFoS through its annual contribution and 

expressed appreciation to the Forest Research 

Institute Malaysia (FRIM) for hosting the APAFRI 

Secretariat.  

The Secretariat also reported new membership 

applications from Zhejiang Institute of Subtropical 

Crops, China; and the Institute of Biological Sciences, 

Universiti Malaya, Malaysia. 

The meeting concluded with appreciation for the 

successful implementation of APAFRI's 2025 

programmes and commitment for continued 

collaboration.  
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APAFRI VIRTUAL KNOWLEDGE SHARING WORKSHOP (1/2026) 

BUILDING RESILIENT FORESTS: GENETIC RESOURCES AND CAPACITY 

DEVELOPMENT FOR RESTORATION 

25 March 2026 
 

 

PFORGEN (https://www.apforgen.org/) is a 

regional programme and network dedicated to 

the conservation and sustainable 

management of Forest Genetic Resources (FGR) in 

the Asia-Pacific region through a holistic and 

collaborative approach. 

 

In collaboration with APAFRI under its Virtual 

Knowledge Sharing Workshop series, APFORGEN 

conducted its first webinar, "Building Resilient 

Forests: Genetic Resources and Capacity 

Development for Restoration" on 25 March 2026. 

The webinar featured two distinguished speakers 

who shared insights on strengthening forest 

restoration through genetic resource conservation 

and capacity development. 

 

Professor Dr. Enrique Tolentino Jr. from College of 

Forestry & Natural Resources, University of the 

Philippines Los Baños (CFNR, UPLB) highlighted 

the importance of shifting forest restoration beyond 

conventional tree planting towards a more resilient 

and future-oriented approach. His presentation 

emphasized the need to "future-proof" forests by 

adopting the principles of Forest and Landscape 

Restoration (FLR), which focus on restoring highly 

functional and resilient forest ecosystems. Central to 

this approach is the conservation of Forest Genetic 

Resources (FGR), the use of adaptive planting 

strategies and the development of robust native tree 

seed and seedling supply systems. By strengthening 

these foundations, restored forests will be better 

equipped to adapt to changing environmental 

conditions and the uncertainties brought about by 

climate change, ensuring their long-term 

sustainability and ecological resilience. 

 

Dr. Rekha R. Warrier from ICFRE-Institute of 

Forest Genetics and Tree Breeding (IFGTB) 

discussed the capacity requirements needed to 

achieve global forest restoration commitments, 

including the United Nations Decade on Ecosystem 

Restoration and the Bonn Challenge. She 

emphasized that successful implementation 

depends on strengthening technical, institutional, 

and genetic resource capacities at both national and 

regional levels. The presentation elaborated the key 

challenges that hinder effective Forest and 

Landscape Restoration (FLR), particularly those 

related to the conservation and sustainable use of 

Tree Genetic Resources (TGRs). These challenges 

include weaknesses in seed systems, limited 

technical knowledge, inadequate policy integration, 

and research gaps. She concluded by outlining 

strategic actions to address these capacity needs, 

enabling countries to build more resilient, climate-

adaptive forest restoration programmes and achieve 

sustainable restoration outcomes.
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ONLINE COURSE ON PROGRAM R 

8 and 22 April 2026 
 

 

 
 

ata collection and analysis are fundamental 

to scientific research, but effectively 

presenting research findings is equally 

important. This online course was designed for 

researchers who had completed their experimental 

work and were ready to analyze their data using R, a 

free tool used for analysing data and creating graphs 

and statistics. 

 

The course was delivered through a series of one-

on-one consultation sessions, where each participant 

worked closely with the instructor to strengthen their 

skills in data analysis and improve the presentation 

of research findings using R software. 

 

The first session was conducted with Mr. Abdullah-

Al-Masud Mazumder from Bangladesh Forest 

Research Institute (BFRI). The session began with 

a detailed review of his research proposal with 

particular attention given to the clarity of the title, the 

formulation of research questions and the overall 

methodological approach. This was followed by 

hands-on guidance on setting up the R environment, 

importing datasets and carrying out basic analytical 

functions, providing a strong foundation for his 

subsequent analyses. 

 

The second session featured Ms. Ma. Diana Rendon 

from College of Forestry and Natural Resources, 

University of the Philippines Los Banos (UPLB) 

who focused on developing a clearer understanding 

of statistical test selection based on her research 

objectives. She was guided through the process of 

matching appropriate statistical methods to her 

dataset with emphasis on how these choices align 

with her research questions. By the end of the 

session, she had successfully applied a chi-square 

test using R and gaining practical experience in 

interpreting her results. 

 

The final session was held with Ms. Rohana Abd 

Rahman from Forest Research Institute Malaysia 

(FRIM) who worked on gaining deeper insight into 

the structure and relevance of her dataset. The 

discussion focused on identifying which variables 

were essential for analysis and which could be 

excluded to improve clarity and accuracy. She 

subsequently performed a correlation test using R 

which helped her explore relationships within her 

data more effectively. The session also highlighted 

that expected relationships may not always appear 

often due to how data are collected, recorded or 

structured, reinforcing the importance of careful data 

preparation. 

 

This clinic-style course was introduced for the first 

time to better support researchers in analysing their 

collected data using R. Through this format, 

participants were encouraged to directly apply the 

lessons and techniques to their own datasets during 

the sessions.
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APAFRI VIRTUAL KNOWLEDGE SHARING WORKSHOP (2/2026) 

THE INTERNATIONAL TROPICAL TIMBER ORGANIZATION (ITTO)- 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES AND MECHANISMS  

21 April 2026 
 

 
 

he second Virtual Knowledge Sharing 

Workshop focused on funding opportunities 

offered by the International Tropical Timber 

Organization (ITTO). Dr. Gerhard Breulmann, 

ITTO’s Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation Officer 

was invited as the speaker for this session. His 

sharing was highly valuable, given his responsibility 

for developing and implementing the organization’s 

monitoring and evaluation system at ITTO. 

Established in 1986 under the UN Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD), ITTO is the only 

intergovernmental organization focused entirely on 

tropical forests with the mandate to: 

• Support the sustainable management and 

conservation on tropical forests 

• Facilitate the use and diversification of trade in 

tropical timber sourced from sustainably 

managed and legally harvested sources 

ITTO membership currently consists of 37 producer 

and 39 consumer member countries. 

Dr. Gerhard presented the ITTO funding avenues, 

which include three main streams: the Regular 

Project Cycle (one cycle per year), Concept Note 

submissions (accepted year-round) and the 

Fellowship Programme under the Biennial Work 

Programme. ITTO has funded more than 1200 

projects/activities valued at USD430 million, across 

the tropics covering a wide spectrum of topics. 

He also shared the 2026 project cycle calendar and 

demonstrated how to submit concept notes through 

the ITTO website. He further reminded participants 

that all proposals must be endorsed by ITTO contact 

points in their countries prior to submission. 

Drawing on his experience, Dr. Gerhard responded 

to a question on whether donors are likely to prioritize 

specific funding themes over the next two to three 

years. He explained that funding priorities vary 

among donors and may change over time. He 

encouraged participants to focus on their areas of 

expertise, develop strong proposals and confidently 

pursue funding opportunities. 

T 
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5TH INTERNATIONAL MANGROVE SYMPOSIUM 2026 

22-24 June 2026 

Iloilo, Philippines 
 

 
 

angrove ecosystems are among the most 

effective nature-based solutions (NbS) for 

addressing climate change, biodiversity loss, 

and coastal vulnerability. Located at the interface of 

land and sea, mangroves uniquely connect forest 

ecosystems and marine environments, providing 

integrated ecological and socio-economic benefits. 

While previous discussions have emphasized 

mangroves primarily as blue carbon systems, recent 

research highlights that their value extends far 

beyond carbon sequestration. Mangroves provide a 

wide range of ecosystem services, including coastal 

protection, water purification, nutrient cycling and 

critical habitats for fisheries. 

However, current research and policy frameworks 

remain heavily focused on carbon storage with 

limited integration of multiple ecosystem services 

and socio-economic dimensions. Only about 22% of 

studies consider more than one ecosystem service 

and stakeholder engagement remains minimal. 

At the same time, mangrove ecosystems are under 

increasing pressure from climate change, coastal 

development, aquaculture and resource exploitation. 

These pressures not only reduce ecosystem 

resilience but also threaten the livelihoods of local 

communities who depend on mangrove-associated 

fisheries and coastal resources. 

The 5th International Mangrove Symposium 2026 

was successfully held from 22 to 24 June 2026 in 

Iloilo, Philippines with the theme of “Mangroves as 

Nature-Based Solutions: Bridging Forests, Oceans, 

and Communities for Sustainable Futures.” The 

symposium was organized by APAFRI and National 

Institute of Forest Sciences (NIFoS) in collaboration 

with University of the Philippines Los Banos (UPLB) 

and Zoological Society of London – Philippines (ZSL-

Philippines). 

Dean Marlo D. Mendoza of UPLB delivered the 

welcome remarks, extending a warm welcome to all 

speakers and participants. This was followed by the 

opening remarks of Dr. Kim Yongkwan, President of 

NIFoS and Chairman of APAFRI who officially 

opened the symposium. 
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Ten speakers shared their expertise on mangrove 

ecosystems, engaging participants in discussions on 

their role as nature-based solutions, their importance. 

The presentation titles are as follows: 

• Restored Coastal Wetlands Emit Elevated 

Levels of Methane After an Extreme Rainfall 

Event, But Remain Carbon Sinks  

Prof Fernanda Adame Vivanco, Griffith 

University, Australia 

 

• Half a Century of Mangrove Research, 

Management and Advocacy  

Dr Jurgenne Primavera, Zoological Society of 

London (ZSL) – Philippines 

 

• From Counting Carbon to Growing Forests: 

Mangroves as a Nature-based Solution for 

Climate Adaptation  

Dr. Bora Lee, NIFoS Jeju, Republic of Korea 

 

• Mangrove Conservation and Restoration: 

Ecosystem Services and Community Benefits in 

the Philippines  

Dr. Severino Salmo, University of the Philippines 

Diliman, Philippines 

 

• Standardizing and Sharing Mangrove Data for 

AI-Driven Conservation and Research  

Dr. Sungsoo Yoon, National Institute of Ecology, 

Republic of Korea 

 

• Coexistence of Mangroves and Local 

Communities for Sustainable Futures in 

Myanmar 

Dr. Win Maung Aye, Forest Department, 

Myanmar 

 

• Research on Mangrove‑Aquaculture Coupling 

System and Mangrove Hybrid Breeding in 

Zhejiang Province  

Dr. Xing Liu, Institute of Subtropical Crops of 

Zhejiang Province, China 

 

• Mapping Mangrove Forests in the Asia-Pacific 

Regions using High-resolution Satellite Imagery 

Prof. Moon Min-kyu, Kangwon National 

University, Republic of Korea 

 

• Enabling Policy and Institutional Mechanisms for 

Sustainable Mangrove Restoration 

Prof Dixon T. Gevana, University of the 

Philippines Los Baños (UPLB) Philippines 

 

• Integrating eDNA Monitoring and Community 

Participation for Long-Term Mangrove 

Management under the One Million Trees 

Programme  

Dr. Muhamad Afiq bin Aziz, University of Malaya, 

Malaysia 

 

A field trip was arranged to visit the Leganes 

Integrated Katunggan Ecopark (LIKE) and Pedada 

Integrated Mangrove Ecopark (PIME), where 

community-led initiatives have contributed to habitat 

restoration, enhanced coastal protection and the 

promotion of sustainable livelihoods. These ecoparks 

showcase the important role of local communities in 

rehabilitating degraded mangrove areas through 

participatory conservation efforts, including 

mangrove planting, habitat rehabilitation and 

sustainable coastal resource management. 

 

On the last day, a learning visit to the Taklong and 

Tandog Group of Islands Natural Park (TTGINP) 

provided useful insights into the conservation area, 

its ecological importance and ongoing efforts to 

protect its marine and coastal ecosystems.
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RESEARCH & ANALYSIS ON THE STATISTICS OF STREET TREES AND 

URBAN FORESTS OF ASIA  

Collaborative Research under  

ASIA URBAN FOREST NETWORK (AUFN) 

 

 
 

 joint research project entitled “Research & 

Analysis on the Statistics of Street Trees and 

Urban Forests of Asia” was initiated by NIFoS 

and APAFRI under the Asia Urban Forest Network 

(AUFN). The project which was launched in 2024 is 

led and fully funded by NIFoS, while APAFRI 

supports its implementation through coordination and 

facilitation. 

The objectives of this research collaboration are to: 

• Develop a report on the statistics of street trees 

and urban forests in six Asian countries (India, 

Malaysia, Vietnam, Philippines, Indonesia and 

Thailand). 

• Maintain and expand the application of the 

Korean i-Tree system across the Asian region. 

• Share analyzed data on air pollutants in urban 

areas and urban forests from a selected major 

city in an Asian country. 

The project is supported by the following 

collaborators, who contribute their expertise and 

knowledge to the successful implementation of the 

activities: 

• Dr. Paramita Sinha, RTI International, India 
 

• Dr. Rhomi Ardiansyah, Faculty of Forestry, 
Gadjah Mada University, Indonesia 
 

• Dr. Ahmad Nazarudin Bin Mohd Roseli, Forest 
Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM) Malaysia 
 

• Ms. Ma Jennalyn De Luna, University of the 
Philippines Los Banos (UPLB), Philippines 

 

• Prof. Nuanchan Singkran, Faculty of 
Environment and Resource Studies, Mahidol 
University, Thailand 

 
• Dr. Cao Chi Khiem, Silviculture Research 

Institute (SRI), Vietnamese Academy of Forest 
Sciences (VAFS) 

 

Fine dust measuring devices were installed in 

December 2024 at Universiti Teknologi Malaysia 

(UTM) and the Forest Research Institute Malaysia 

(FRIM) by Asian Physis Co., Ltd., Korea as part of 

the collaborative activities under the project. Data 

collected from both monitoring sites are being 

monitored through the Asian Initiatives for Clean Air 

Networks (AICAN) platform.  

 

A technical visit by Parkor Korea Indus Co., Ltd. was 

conducted from 23 to 24 June 2026 to inspect, 

maintain, troubleshoot and verify the meteorological 

equipment installed at both sites. The maintenance 

activities ensured that the equipment remains in 

good working condition and continues to provide 

reliable data for ongoing monitoring activities. 
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MEMBERS ACTIVITIES 

 

WEBINAR - FROM SEEDS TO SUCCESS: 

DIGITAL TOOLS FOR PLANNING 

FOREST RESTORATION 

20 July 2026 
 

The Alliance Bioversity International and CIAT, 
together with the Millennium Seed Bank, Kew and 
the Forest Restoration Research Unit, Chiang Mai 
University, are organizing a webinar presenting 
open-access digital tools, designed to support every 
stage of the restoration pipeline, from species 
choices and seed sourcing to germination testing 
and field monitoring. 
 
link: https://www.forru.org/stories/webinar-on-
the-latest-restoration-tools 
 
Kindly register your interest 
at: https://forms.gle/pYMbjDUJUHUktCgu7 

 

 

SOUTHEAST ASIAN STUDENTS' 

CONFERENCE ON SUSTAINABLE 

FORESTRY 2026 (SEASCoSF) 

2-3 September 2026 

 
The SEASCoSF virtual conference provides a 
platform for university students to: 
 
• share their research activities and innovative 

projects it the field of forestry, wood science and 
technology and sustainable tourism 

• form academic network and foster cooperation 
in academic and research activities among 
universities with shared interests in these fields 

 
Important dates: 
 
Abstract submission: Submit by 5 August 2026 
Participant registration: Submit by 25 August 2026. 

 
For any further enquiries, please contact the 
organizing team at seaconference23@gmail.com. 
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APAFRI Secretariat Welcomes Visit from  

CARAGA STATE UNIVERSITY (CSU) 

 

PAFRI Secretariat was pleased to welcome Dr. 
Victor L. Corbita from the College of Forestry 
and Environmental Science, Caraga State 

University (CSU), Philippines during his visit to the 
APAFRI Secretariat office on 24 April 2026.  
 
Prior to visiting the Secretariat, a laboratory visit was 
arranged at the Forest Research Institute Malaysia 
(FRIM) where he toured the laboratory facilities and 

had the opportunity to engage with an experienced 
plant pathologist. The visit offered meaningful 
knowledge exchange and insights into the research 
activities and expertise available within the network. 
 
APAFRI values this opportunity to connect with its 
members and looks forward to building stronger ties 
through collaboration, knowledge sharing and joint 
activities.
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