APAFRI

Free Al Tools for Scientific Research

Optimise Your Research from Literature to Publication

8, 15 and 22 July 2026 | 1400 - 1600 (GMT+8) | Live in Zoom

Generative Al is reshaping how scientists read, analyse, write, and present. Yet the most powerful tools increasingly sit
behind paywalls — putting them out of reach for researchers from emerging economies and resource-limited institutions.
This course is built deliberately around free Al tools and shows how to deploy them across the full research lifecycle,
with hands-on practice using participants' own research material.

Date Time (GMT +8) Topic
Al for Literature, Reading & Synthesis
8 Jul 2026 1400 — 1600  Elicit, SciSpace, Consensus, ResearchRabbit, NotebookLM - turn a research question
into a structured literature scan and identify gaps efficiently.

Al for Data Processing & Visualisation
15 Jul 2026 1400 - 1600  Clean data, generate R/Python code from plain English, and produce publication-
ready figures - no programming background needed.

Al for Manuscript Writing & Presentations
22 Jul 2026 1400 — 1600  IMRaD prompt frameworks, language polishing (Grammarly, DeepL, QuillBot), Al-built
slide decks (Gamma, SlidesAl), and ethical disclosure.

Pre-Requisites for Registration 4‘ How to Register?
An active research project or manuscript in progress e Fill in the online form at
Basic computer literacy (no coding required) https://forms.gle/ssnCT7cy9FBikjuR6
Free accounts on ChatGPT & Claude (setup guide e Deadline: 29 June 2026
provided)

Willingness to share a short research question,

dataset, or text snippet for live demonstration What You Will Gain?
e A vetted toolkit of 10+ free Al tools mapped to the

Who Should Attend? research lifecycle
Early-career to senior researchers Reusable prompt templates for literature, data, writing
Researchers from resource-limited institutions & presentations
seeking no cost workflows Live demonstrations on participants' own research
Project leaders who wish to model best practice for material
their teams Awareness of journal & publisher policies on Al
disclosure

About the Instructor:

Dr Amar Daud Iskandar Abdullah
- . Senior Lecturer, Department of Biomedical Sciences, Sunway University, Malaysia

Neuroscientist (PhD, University of Melbourne) with 18 peer-reviewed publications, MYR 785K+ in research grants,
and a codeveloped international patent (WO2025168750) on traumatic brain injury. Chairs the Sunway University
Early Career Researchers Network. Recently delivered a workshop on Al-assisted academic writing at Universitas
Negeri Padang (Indonesia) under the Top Scientist Programme Equity initiatlye_(April,202‘6),‘_. /
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