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Forests play a vital role in sustainable development, providing a range of economic, social and 

environmental benefits, including essential ecosystem services such as climate change mitigation and adaptation. 
The worsening global climate change and other environmental issues have been calling for better understanding 
and approaches to reduce deforestation, enhance forest rehabilitation and improve quality of forests. Meanwhile, 
forests covers have increased in much of the industrialized world and also in a few developing countries with 
tropical forests. Both deforestation and the return of forest covers or forest transition are driven by complex social, 
economic and political factors. 

 
Various studies have tried to explain forest transition, but the conclusiveness and predictive capacity of 

present forest transition theory, which would make it appropriate as a basis for forest policy formulation, remain 
limited. Countries show highly variable trends of forest decline and recovery. For instance, Japan and South Korea 
increased their forest covers in tandem with urbanization. In other countries, for instance, in China, India and 
Vietnam, forest covers have been increasing in the last decades, contributing to the reverse of global forest cover. 
In the Philippines and Indonesia, forest covers have only recently started to increase, or forest cover decline has 
begun to fall significantly.  

 
While in the past forest transition was mainly caused by transformation of the agricultural sector, in modern 

days multiple forces are influencing this process, one important of which is forest governance reform. Key features 
of contemporary forest governance are forest tenure reforms, people and forest initiatives, combating illegal logging 
and related trade, and national forestry programmes that emphasize rural development and conservation in 
addition to expanding timber production. While these forest governance reforms had positive impacts in some 
countries, other countries have insufficient means and resources to reduce deforestation and to facilitate a shift to 
sustainable forest use and thus forest recovery. Furthermore, the economic crisis during of the past years has 
caused a worldwide reversed urban-rural migration which increases the reliance and pressures on forests. 

 
These trends point to the need to better understand the conditions and mechanisms that reduce 

deforestation or lead to sustainable forest use and induce forest recovery. This international conference is 
proposed to bring together forestry professionals and experts to share and exchange experiences and knowledge 
related to transition towards sustainable forest management and forest rehabilitation.   
 

OBJECTIVES 
 
This conference shall provide a platform for sharing of information and exchanging experiences related to forestry 
transition in the Asia Pacific region and aims to:  
 Increase understanding of the comprehensive and dynamic interrelationship between forest transition and 

social-economic changes; 
 Share knowledge on forest transition theory and methodologies to undertake forest transition studies; 
 Enhance the international cooperation in forest transition research. 
 

DATE, LOCATION AND ORGANIZATION   
 
The conference is scheduled to be held in Beijing, China, 21-23 October 2013, and organized by Renmin 
University of China, in technical collaboration with Seoul National University, South Korea and Kyoto University 
Japan. The conference is supported by the Asia-Pacific Network for Sustainable Forest Management and 
Rehabilitation (APFNet) funded project on Transitions to Sustainable Forest Management and Rehabilitation in 
Asia-Pacific Region, being implemented by the Asia Pacific Association of Forestry Research Institutions (APAFRI).  

For more details, contact: 

Dr. Liu Jinlong (liujinlong@ruc.edu.cn; fax: +86 10 62511064) or  

Dr Sim Heok-Choh (simhc@frim.gov.my, sim@apafri.org; fax: +603 6277 3249) 
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REGISTRATION FORM 
 

Title of your paper  
 

 
 

Abstract   
(max 350 words) 

 

Full name  

 

Position  
 

Organization  

 
 

Address  

 
 

 
 

Telephone No.  

Fax No.  

Email  

Passport No. and place 
of issue 

 

Passport dates  Date of issue: 

 Date of expiry:  

Hotel room preference Dates: 
 (   ) Superior single room 

 (   ) Superior double room (2 beds) 

 (   ) Deluxe single room 

 (   ) Deluxe double room 

 (   ) Royal suite single room 

Flight details (date, 
time and flight no.) 

 Flight no.: 

 Arrival:  

 Departure:  

Special requests  

 
 

 

Please return to both Dr. Liu Jinlong (liujinlong@ruc.edu.cn, fax: +86 10 62511064) and Dr Sim Heok-Choh 
(simhc@frim.gov.my, sim@apafri.org, fax: +603 6277 3249)  
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