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Since a long time ago, customary law and village convention have been developed and used by the 
54 ethnic groups of Vietnam as a significant tool to manage and protect forests. Therefore, 
understanding and using appropriately this kind of traditional knowledge are crucial to protect and 
sustainably use forest resources and improve the livelihood of local people, particularly for ethnic 
minorities, who live in or around forests.    
 
This paper discusses the concept, principles and role of customary law in relation to forest protection 
and management applying by the H’Mong, Thai, Tay, Nung, Kho Mu and E De ethnic minorities in 
Vietnam. As a behaviour principle system, regulating relationship between people with nature and 
people with people, customary law has strong impact on forest protection and development, and also 
the daily life of these ethnic communities. 
 
The paper also describes the concept, principles and application of the village convention for forest 
protection and management. The village conventions in two villages: Dien Bien and Phu, are 
examined in detailed to identify the weaknesses and opportunities for enhancing and adopting these 
traditional knowledge.   
  
In conclusion, customary law and village convention are very important in regard to effective protection 
and management of forest in rural area of Vietnam. It is therefore very critcal to conduct further 
research on customary law and village convention, to strengthen and extend the application of these 
systems in forest protection and management.  
 
Finally, the mechanism and responsibility should be assigned to local authorities to assist local 
communities to maintain, develop, monitor and implement the customary law and village convention, 
so that these systems could contribute to the effective protection and management of forest in 
Vietnam. 
 
 




